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READER EXPRESSES
SUSPICION OF FABRICATED DATA

; Thank reader and state your :
: plans to investigate. Consider getting a !
i second opinion from another reviewer

Y

FABRICATED DATA
IN A PUBLISHED ARTICLE

Contact author to explain your concerns
but do not make direct accusations
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i No response

Perform internet search
Author responds { )<  eg, using bibliographic databases :

for current affiliations/emails

Unsatisfactory explanation/ Satisfactory explanation No response
admits guilt ¢

APOLOGISE TO AUTHOR, Contact author’s institution
PUBLISH CORRECTION IF . requesting your concern is passed
NECESSARY (EG, IF AN to author’s superior and/or person
HONEST ERROR HAS BEEN responsible for research governance,
DETECTED) AND INFORM if necessary coordinating with
READER OF OUTCOME coauthors’ institutions

Inform all authors
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{ regulatory body
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i research council or
equivalent, if appropriate

Contact authors’
institution(s) requesting
an investigation
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